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CHESTER RUTH ONE OF COUNTRY STORE’S OWNERS
.. stands outs:de the building constructed in 1839

: “Its oﬂ' the beaten path, so we don’t have the
_traffic through the village. Until 180 was here, no-
_body even knew where Pennsdale was. 180 put us
on the map o '
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frOM SPRINGMAN
iPennsdale resident
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By JENNIFER S. BOYD
Sun-Gazette Staﬂ’

-Ripe with stories, the tiny
village of Pennsdale boasts a
history rivaled by few places in
the Susquehanna Valley.

It is home to what some local
historians say may be the coun-
ty’s oldest educational institu-
tion and the congregation to
hold the ‘most consecutive
church services. Both belong to
the Society of Friends, or the
Quakers.

Nestled amidst rolling farm-
land, Pennsdale is just a short
jaunt off Route 220 in Muncy
Township.

“It’s off the beaten path, so
we don’t have the traffic
through the village,” said Tom
Springman, a lifetime resident.

In fact, outsiders seemed
somewhat unaware that the
cozy village even existed until
Interstate 180 was built
through the township.

“Until 180 was here, nobody
even knew, where Pennsdale
was. 180 put us on the map,”
Springman said.

History lovers should be
grateful to have discovered this
charming village. Many of the

“stone houses lining Main Street

in or near Pennsdale date to
more than two centuries ago
when the Quakers built rock-
solid homes.

According to accounts from
numerous historical records,
the Society of Friends Muncy
Meeting was pioneered by
William Ellis toward the end of
the 1700s. After Ellis settled
just a mile east of Pennsdale,
numbers of other Friends fol-
lowed him to the area.

In 1796 the preparative
meeting, a meeting to prepare
business matters, was estab-
lished after havmg met since
1788 as an indulged, or wor-
ship, meeting. About 70 fami-

ake Pennsdale Special

lies from all over the area met
in a log house at that time.

By 1799 that meeting had
blossomed so much that the
Muncy Monthly Meeting, also
called the Pennsdale meeting,
was established and a new
meeting house was built shortly
thereafter. That stone building
still stands and is the oldest
building in Pennsdale.

Although numbers dwindled
in the 1970s, the congregation
has gradually grown since then
and the Friends continue to
worship at what is believed to
be the oldest church in the
county.

The Friends School House al-
so still stands, although it has
since been turned into a home.
The stone building was built in
1859 to replace the log struc-
ture where both Quaker and
non-Quaker children learned to
read and write.

Although the school closed
when the public schools opened
in 1915, some historians say
Shady Bank School, as it was
called, is the oldest educationsl
institution in Lycoming County.

There was a public elemen-
tary school in Pennsdale, but
now all Pennsdale children go
to schools in Muncy. The previ-

AIN

SOME HISTORIANS
Friends School, built in 1859,
the oldest educchonaf inshruhon in
Lycoming County. It has since been
turned into a home.

say the

ous school, which is located
across the street from the for-
mer Quaker school, is now used
by a church.

The Quakers were active
abolitionists and the Muncy
Friends were a regular station
of the Underground Railroad.
(Continued on Page A-3, Col. 1}

ouniry S tore is a Village Institution
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MR. ARND MRS. ELWOOD BRANT have owned the home for 56 years
and have decorated it with antiques from various time periods.

£0 players. ADSeIllL 1O Jusy L4
ing season is the only thing th;
“I even came down for it (hi
Of the about 140 people tha
“Duffy knows most of them by
Fans of the instant tickets
of bingo. He started selling tl
adding to the popular fund-rai
“I just like to help,” Duffy s:

LINEAR DYNAMICS INC. set up shop in Pennsdale in 1965 after buying
the property from Youngs Industries. The company manufactures traffic
safety markings and employs about 35 people. Its asphaltic expansion
joints are some of the most sought after in the country.
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