
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Pennsylvania Building Stones” 

Parts 1 & 5 

By R. W. Stone 

 

Stone, Vol. XLIX, No. 1, January 1928, pp. 34-35, & 

February, 1928, No. 2, pp. 109-110 
 

 

 
The January 1928 article begins: 

 

“Pennsylvania, the giant among mineral producers, probably has as great variety of 

building stones as any State in the Union.  These include granite, gneiss, schist, 

trap, serpentine, marble, limestone, sandstone, conglomerate, and slate.  The 

granite, gneiss, schist, and serpentine are confined to the extreme southeastern part 

of the State, the limestone is mostly in the great valley, and the sandstones are 

found in all the rest of the state.  Serpentine, marble, and slate have very local 

development….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
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(photo caption)  “Bridge erected in 1799 and spanning Periomen Creek, near Collegeville, Pennsylvania.  The stone is 

Pennsylvania sandstone.  The upper portions have been rebuilt of the same stone.” 

  



 

 

(photo caption)  “Sandstone quarry near Waynesburg, Green County, Pennsylvania, showing brick shale in upper strata being worked 

in advance of dimension stone operation below.” 

  



 

 

(photo caption)  “Seishaltzville Granite in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Emaus, Lehigh County, Pa., erected in 1923.  This detail shows 

a masonry wall of unusual rustic beauty.” 

  



 

 

(photo caption)  “Dia base quarry, French Lick Granite Company, St. Peters, Chester County, Pa.” 

  



 

 

(photo caption)  “Pennsylvania flagstone yard at Meshoppen, Wyoming County, showing storage and large flag on crane.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continue to the next page for links to more historial information about the quarrying and use of stone in 

Pennsylvania.) 

 

 



I have not created the Pennsylvania stone quarry section of our web site, Stone Quarries and 

Beyond, although, below are some links on the historical stone building industry and the use of 

stone in Pennsylvania, visit the following links.   

Peggy B. Perazzo, Stone Quarries and Beyond   

 

The Building Materials of Pennsylvania,  I. Brownstones, by Thomas C. Hopkins, 

M.S., M.A., Asst. Prof. of Economic Geology in the Pennsylvania State College, 

Appendix to the Annual Report of Pennsylvania State college for 1896. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=M7RIAAAAMAAJ&dq=pennsylvania+quarry&sour

ce=gbs_navlinks_s 

 

“Slate-Making in Pennsylvania,” in The Manufacturer and Builder, Vol. 16, Issue 11, 

November 1884. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/slate_making_in_pennsylvania_ma

nufacturer_and_builder_nov_1884.pdf 

 

“Peach-Bottom Slate,” (York County, Pennsylvania), The Manufacturer and Builder, 

Vol. 22, Issue 10, October 1890. 
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/peach-

bottom_slate_york_co_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_oct_1890.pdf 

 

Pennsylvania Quarries: 

 

“Pit and Quarry: The Cement and Slate Landscapes of Pennsylvania,”  by Frank 

Matero, Fall 2015, on the Scenario Journal web site.   

http://scenariojournal.com/article/pit-and-quarry/ 

 

“Newell Creek #2 quarry Pennsylvania flagstone(bluestone)” – YouTube video, by 

Cimarron Westfolk,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VJdorEU6yU 

 

Pennsylvania Architecture: 

 

Stone Houses of Eastern Pennsylvania, Mar 4, 2013, on the OldHouse online web site. 

https://www.oldhouseonline.com/articles/stone-houses-of-eastern-pennsylvania 

 

The  Minerals  Of  Brinton’s  Quarry,  Chester County,  Pennsylvania, by Hugh  E.  

McKinstry, in “The American Mineralogist,” pp. 57-62.   

http://rruff.info/doclib/am/vol1/AM1_57.pdf 

 

Hamburg, Pennsylvania – Historical and Architectural Tour of Downtown Hamburg, 

Pennsylvania. 

https://www.schuylkillriver.org/Resources/3873/Hamburg_walking_tour.pdf 

 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania – Lancaster’s Rich and Varied Architecture, on the Lancaster 

PA Changed America web site.   

http://visithistoriclancaster.com/history_art/lancasters_architecture 
  
Walking Tour of West Chester’s Downtown Historical Landmarks, by Malcolm 

Johnstone, April 5, 2017, on the West Chester web site.   

http://www.downtownwestchester.com/view_program.php?id=486 

https://books.google.com/books?id=M7RIAAAAMAAJ&dq=pennsylvania+quarry&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://books.google.com/books?id=M7RIAAAAMAAJ&dq=pennsylvania+quarry&source=gbs_navlinks_s
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/slate_making_in_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_nov_1884.pdf
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/slate_making_in_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_nov_1884.pdf
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/peach-bottom_slate_york_co_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_oct_1890.pdf
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/peach-bottom_slate_york_co_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_oct_1890.pdf
http://scenariojournal.com/article/pit-and-quarry/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VJdorEU6yU
https://www.oldhouseonline.com/articles/stone-houses-of-eastern-pennsylvania
http://rruff.info/doclib/am/vol1/AM1_57.pdf
https://www.schuylkillriver.org/Resources/3873/Hamburg_walking_tour.pdf
http://visithistoriclancaster.com/history_art/lancasters_architecture
http://www.downtownwestchester.com/view_program.php?id=486

